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evidence, then, is offered for them is entirely available
to the proof of their actual occurrence; whereas evi-
dence for the truth of other similar accounts, supposing
it to exist, would be first employed in overcoming the
objections which attach to them all from their very
character, circumstances, or object. If, however, it can
be shown that the Miracles of Scripture as far surpass all
others in their direct evidence, as they excel them in
their & priori probability, a much stronger case will be
made out in their favour, and an additional Jine of
distinction drawn between them and others.

The credibility of testimony arises from the belief
we entertain of the character and, competency of the
witnesses; and this is true, not only in the case of
Miracles, but when facts of any kind are examined
into. It is obvious that we should be induced to dis-
trust the most natural and plausible statement when
made by a person whom we suspected of a wish
to deceive, or of relating facts which he had no suffi-
cient means of knowing. Or if we credited his nar-
rative, we should do so, not from dependence on the
reporter, but from its intrinsic likelihood, or from cir-
cumstantial evidence. In the case of ordinary facts,
therefore, we think it needless, as indeed it would be
endless, to inquire rigidly into the credibility of the

evidence is no objection, as in other most .important practical
questions we are constantly obliged to nuike up our mincls and
determine our course of action on insufficient evidence.